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I'd like to express my thanks to the EYO Board, Music 
Director and General Manager for their hard work and 
dedication over the last year, and to the membership 
for their support as we've entered uncharted 
waters.  Your EYO Board has had a busy year!  We now 
have complete new Bylaws and several new Policies, 
with more on the way, and we spent a significant 
amount of time planning our new season in this time 
of COVID.  We hope to have a strong turnout at our 
virtual AGM on October 20th - please join us! 
 
Regards, 
Dave Rumbold, President 

 
  

 

 
Dedicated individuals interested in furthering the 
goals of the EYO for the benefit of our young orchestra 
members.  If this is you, please consider joining our 

board!  Do contact me at 780-497-1198 for additional 
details or to discuss further.   
 
The EYO also has other volunteer requirements 
through the year and would warmly welcome anyone 
who might have some spare time to lend a hand. 
 
Thank you, 
Sue Ooraikul Thomas, VP and Incoming President 
 

 

Tuesday, October 20, 2020, 
7:00 pm online via Zoom.  
Please plan to attend!   
 

Included in the agenda for this AGM are: 

• reports from the 2019-2020 season 

• plans for the 2020-2021 season 

• election of officers and  

• approval of financial statements.  
Please pre-register for the AGM by emailing the EYO 
office (eyo@shaw.ca). 
 
One parent/guardian of minor players and all players 
18 years of age and over have voting privileges at the 
Annual General Meeting. Players 18 years of age and 
over can proxy their vote to a parent or guardian, if 
they so choose.  Proxy form and further information 
available through the website.  

 

 
 
 
The Intermediate and Senior Orchestras started this 
season with online rehearsals via Zoom as of 
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September 16 and 19, respectively.  As soon as it is 
considered safe to do so the orchestras will move to 
in-person small group work, or regular rehearsals, as 
appropriate. As our Music Director, Michael Massey 
has stated, “our goal is to keep EYO alive and creative 
and vibrant and still be a part of your lives in these 
difficult times.” 
 
Mr. Massey has chosen repertoire which not only 
exposes EYO players to some great masterworks but 
which also facilitates learning and lends itself 
particularly well to the small groups currently 
operating in this online environment. Repertoire and 
rehearsal schedules are detailed in the Season 
Calendar portion of our EYO website.  
 
As we run rehearsals concurrently over the regular 
EYO rehearsal times, extra coaches have been brought 
in to lead some of the rehearsals. We are very grateful 
for the assistance of Ewald Cheung, Neda Yamach, Bill 
Dimmer, Alden Lowry and our conducting intern, 
Meijun Chen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
In addition, rehearsal hosts have been recruited to 
assist with Zoom and any technical issues which might 
arise. Many thanks to those volunteering alongside 
our general manager, Heather Dolman, in this capacity 
- Teresa Seibel, Sue Ooraikul Thomas, and Lesley 
Dolman.  
 

 
 

 
One of the high points of September for me has been 
the opportunity to hand out Edmonton Youth 

Orchestra scholarships to talented musicians of the 
EYO. 
 

This year the awards are 
being mailed to the 
winners. I am very happy 
to see that there are so 
many recipients.  
 
When I was orchestra 
manager in the eighties 
the only scholarships 
were the Symphony 
Women’s Educational 

Assistance Fund (SWEAF) scholarships and the Della 
Roland Scholarship.  The Della Roland scholarship, 
named for the first manager of the EYO, is for a 
member of the EYO who is going away to study music.  
 
The SWEAF scholarships, which are determined by 
competition, came from a fund established by the 
Women’s Committee of the Edmonton Symphony. 
When the Women’s Committee disbanded, the funds 
were turned over to the youth orchestra to distribute. 
The EYO asked the Edmonton Community Foundation 
(ECF) to take over the administration and now all the 
scholarships are reaping the benefits of ECF 
stewardship. 
 
Thanks to individual donors, bequests and funds 
honouring people who have contributed to the musical 
life of Edmonton, the money available for scholarships 
has grown in the last thirty plus years. This year there 
are nineteen scholarships, worth a total of $7900.00.  
 
Congratulations to this year’s winners.  
Diana M Bacon 

 
 

2020 Scholarship Recipients 

Symphony Women’s Educational Assistance Awards 

• Jonah Hansen (cello) 

• Sara Sierko (trumpet) 

• Elina Yuma (violin) 

• Savannah Seibel (viola) 

Scholarships 
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Diana Bacon Scholarship  

• Cassidy Nouanethong (violin) 
Diana Bacon Young Musician’s Award  

• Melody Lui (violin) 
Francis & Muriel Dunnigan Scholarship 

• Youssef Belal (flute) 
Pamela Farmer Young Musician’s Award 

• Alissa Mikhaleva (violin) 
Paul Polushin Scholarship 

• Isabella Wachowicz (violin) 
Harry Farmer Scholarship 

• Maya Budzinski (violin) 
Kathleen Farmer Scholarship 

• Alicia Krips (horn) 
Thelma Johannes O’Neill Memorial Scholarship 

• Justine Dennis (clarinet) 
Eileen Lee Scholarship 

• Arwen Bylsma (violin) 
Della Roland Scholarship 

• Jacob Kryger (percussion) 
R. glacialis Award 

• Nicholas Li (cello) 
Edmonton Community Foundation Music Awards 

• Sointu Aalto (cello) 

• Anastasia Cipko (viola) 

• Alex Valle (flute/piccolo) 
 
For more information about these scholarships please 
see the scholarship page on our EYO website.  
 

 
 
 
 
A few words from our Music Director, Mr. Michael 
Massey about this project.  More information can be 
found through the Member Resources section of our 
website.  

I am convinced that when you 
compose your own music you 
think about music in a 
different way. The surge of 
creativity that is required to 
compose can then be applied 
to one’s own interpretations of 
other composers. I would 
therefore like all EYO members 
to try to write a small piece for 
their own instrument.  

 
It does not have to be long (30” to 1’) unless you really 
feel inspired and want to write a symphony…You may 

make it all original or you may write a variation of 
some themes with differing characters that I have 
written and are placed on our website. It can be in any 
style (baroque, romantic, contemporary, etc.). As you 
can see, I would like this to be as free as possible… 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
There have been 
enquiries about the 
EYO hoodies.  We do 
have a few extras on 
hand– and can order 
more.  Watch for more 
information coming 
soon about how to 
order your EYO 
hoodie! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We gratefully acknowledge our sponsors and 
individual donors – your contributions and 

support are most appreciated! 
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